
Immigration Act, Cap. 190 (last amended 1979) - Barbados 
 An Act to provide for the control of the entry of persons into Barbados and for related matters. 

PART I Preliminary 

1. Short title 

This Act may be cited as the Immigration Act. 

2. Interpretation. 

For the purposes of this Act- 

"Chief Immigration Officer" means the person appointed as such for the purposes of this Act 
under section 25 (1); 

"citizen" means a person who is a citizen of Barbados by virtue of the Constitution or the 
Barbados Citizenship Act; 

"dependant" in relation to a person means- 

(a) the wife, unless the parties to the marriage are living apart under a deed of separation or the 
decree or order of a court; 

(b) a child or step-child under the age of sixteen years; 

(c) an adopted child under the age of sixteen years, having been adopted in a manner 
recognised by law; 

(d) any other relative who is, by reason of age or any infirmity of body or mind, wholly 
dependent on that person for his subsistence; 

"deportation order" means an order requiring the person against whom it is made to leave and 
remain out of Barbados; 

"former Act" means the Immigration Act, 1952[1]1; 

"immigrant" means a person who, seeks to enter, or is within, Barbados for the purpose of 
permanent residence; [amended by Act 27 of 1979] 

"immigration officer" means a person appointed as such under section 25 (1), includes the Chief 
Immigration Officer; 

"master" means the person in immediate charge or control of a vessel; 

"member of a crew" means a person, including a master, who is employed on board or belongs 
to the staff or crew of a vessel; 

"Minister" means the Minister responsible for Immigration; 

"owner" in relation to a vessel includes a charterer; 

"passport" means a valid passport referring to the person producing the same, furnished with a 
photograph of that person and duly issued to him by or on behalf of the Government of the 
country of which he is a subject or citizen and for a period which, according to the law in force 
in that country has not expired, and includes a certificate of identity or a travel permit or other 
document establishing to the satisfaction of an immigration officer the nationality and identity 
of the person to whom it refers; 

"permanent resident" means a person referred to in section 5; [amended by Act 27 of 1979] 

"permitted entrant" means a person permitted to enter Barbados under section 13; 

"port of entry" means any place in Barbados designated as a port of entry by regulations made 
under section 31; 

"ship" includes a boat or craft of any kind for travel or transport other than by air; 
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"vessel" means any ship, aircraft or other means of travel by sea or air; 

"work permit" means a permit granted by the Minister under section 17 (1). 

PART II Entry into Barbados 

3. Immigrants. 

Subject to this Act, no person may enter Barbados as an immigrant, or, being present in 
Barbados, remain therein as an immigrant. 

4. Right to enter Barbados. 

(1)A citizen has the right to enter Barbados. 

(2)A permanent resident shall, so long as he continues to be permanent resident, be permitted 
to enter Barbados. 

(3)The Minister may prohibit the entry into Barbados of any person other than a citizen or a 
permanent resident. 

[amended by Act 27 of 1979] 

5. Qualification for status of permanent resident. 

(1)A person to whom section 3 or 6 of the Constitution applies is entitled upon application in 
the prescribed form, to be registered as a permanent resident. 

(2)Subject to section 5A, the following persons, not being citizens or persons to whom section 3 
or 6 of the Constitution applies, are entitled, upon application in the prescribed form, to be 
registered as permanent residents, namely, 

(a) a permitted entrant who 

(i)applies for and is granted by the Minister the status of immigrant in accordance with section 6 
and after becoming an immigrant resides in Barbados for a period of not less than 5 years, or 

(ii)is the husband of a person who is a citizen by birth or by descent; and 

(b) a person who applies for and is granted by the Minister permission to become a permanent 
resident in accordance with section 32(1). 

(3)In computing the period of residence required for the acquisition of the status of permanent 
resident, no period may be counted during which a person 

(a) is confined to a prison or is an inmate of a hospital for treatment of leprosy or mental 
disorder; or 

(b) remains in Barbados after 

(i)a deportation order, or 

(ii)an order under the Expulsion of Undesirables Act, 

has been made against him and before that order is executed or he voluntarily leaves Barbados. 

(4)Any person who, before the commencement of the Immigration (Amendment) Act, 1979, was 
granted the status of resident shall be deemed to have been granted the status of permanent 
resident. 

[amended by Act 27 of 1979] 

5A. Refusal of status of permanent resident. 

The Minister may refuse to grant the status of permanent resident to an applicant referred to in 
section 5 upon being satisfied that the applicant is or has been engaged in activities, whether 
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within or outside Barbados that, in the opinion of the Minister, are prejudicial to the safety of 
Barbados or the maintenance of law, public order and good government in Barbados. 

[amended by Act 27 of 1979] 

6. Qualification for status of immigrant. 

Subject to this Act and the regulations, a permitted entrant who, 

(a) by reason of his education, occupational qualifications, personal history, employment record, 
training, skills or other special qualifications 

(i) is in employment on a full time basis in the public service, the service of a statutory board or 
a government agency, 

(ii) has established himself successfully in Barbados in a profession, trade, business or 
agricultural enterprise, or 

(iii) is likely to establish himself successfully in Barbados in profession, trade, business or 
agricultural enterprise and has sufficient means to support and maintain himself and his 
dependants in Barbados until he has so established himself; 

(b) is a child under the age of 18 years whose father or mother 

(i) is a permanent resident or a citizen of Barbados residing in Barbados, 

(ii) establishes parenthood of that child to the satisfaction of the Minister, and 

(iii) is willing and able to provide for that child's care and maintenance; 

(c) not being a citizen, is the parent or grandparent of a citizen who resides in Barbados and is 
willing and able to provide for the care and maintenance of that parent or grandparent; or 

(d) desires to reside in retirement in Barbados and has sufficient means of support to maintain 
himself support to maintain himself and his dependants, 

may, on application to the Minister in the prescribed form, be granted by the Minister 
permission to become an immigrant. 

[amended by Act 27 of 1979] 

7. Loss of status of resident. 

(1) Subject to subsection (5), a person mentioned in paragraph (a) or (b) of section 5 (2) loses 
the status of permanent resident if he voluntarily resides outside Barbados for a continuous 
period of one year, unless he obtains from the Minister a certificate in the prescribed form 
exempting him from the operation of this section. 

(2)A person who the Minister is satisfied is or has been- 

(a) engaged in activities detrimental to the security of Barbados; or 

(b) an habitual criminal, 

shall be deemed to have lost the status of permanent resident at the time of engaging in such 
activities or of becoming an habitual criminal. 

(3)For the purposes of subsection (2),an habitual criminal is a person who- 

(a) is not less than twenty-five years of age; 

(b) is convicted on indictment of an offence punishable with imprisonment for two years or 
more; and 

(c) has been convicted n indictment on at least two previous occasions since he attained the age 
of seventeen years of offences punishable as mentioned in paragraph (b). 
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(4) The Minister, if he has reasonable grounds for believing that a permanent resident is a 
person mentioned in paragraphs 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 or 8 of the First Schedule, may declare in writing 
under his hand that that person has lost the status of permanent resident from such time as is 
specified in the declaration. 

(5)Residence outside Barbados for the purposes of the public service or the diplomatic, consular 
or other service of the Crown shall not cause the loss of the status of permanent resident. 

(6)The Minister may make a deportation order against any person who has lost the status of a 
permanent resident under this section. 

[amended by Act 27 of 1979] 

8. Prohibited persons. 

(1) Subject to subsection (2), entry into Barbados of the persons described in the First Schedule 
other than citizens or, subject to section 7, permanent residents, is prohibited. [amended by Act 
27 of 1979] 

(2)The Minister may, in writing under his hand or the hand of a person designated by him, 
exempt from the operation of subsection (1)- 

(a) a person described in paragraph 1 (a) or 2 of the First Schedule whose entry into Barbados to 
seek treatment and care at a hospital or other place or institution for that treatment and care is 
approved by the Minister responsible for Health; 

(b) a person described in paragraph 1 (a) of the First Schedule, if the Minister is satisfied that 
that person is a member of a family already lawfully in Barbados and another member of that 
family gives security satisfactory to the Minister against that person becoming a charge on 
public funds; 

(c) a person described in paragraph 7 of the First Schedule, in respect of whom the Minister is 
satisfied that- 

(i) that person has ceased to be a member of or associated with an organisation, group or body 
so described, and 

(ii) the entry of that person would not be detrimental to the security of Barbados; 

(d) a person in lawful custody passing through Barbados in transit to another country. 

(3) An exemption under subsection (2) may be granted subject to such conditions as the 
Minister thinks fit, and, if the person to whom the exemption relates fails to comply with or 
contravenes any such condition, the Minister may make a deportation order against him. 

9. Passports. 

(1)Subject to subsection (2), a person who seeks to enter Barbados without a passport shall not 
be permitted to enter Barbados unless he explains why he has no passport and establishes his 
identity and national status to satisfaction of an immigration officer. 

(2)The Minister may by order- 

(a) direct that the passport of a subject or citizen of a country outside Barbados shall not be 
accepted as such under subsection (1) unless it bears a visa valid for Barbados; 

(b) declare the circumstances or conditions under which a direction under paragraph (a) shall 
not apply; 

(c) exempt from this section generally or subject to such conditions as are specified in the order 
any person or class of persons seeking to enter Barbados. 
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10. Entry into Barbados only at port of entry. 

(1) No person may enter Barbados by sea or air except at a port of entry. 

(2) No person arriving in Barbados by sea or air may disembark without the consent of an 
immigration officer. 

(3) The master of a vessel in which a person arrives in Barbados shall not allow that person to 
disembark without the consent of an immigration officer. 

(4) A person who contravenes subsection (1), (2), or (3) is guilty of an offence under this Act. 

(5) Notwithstanding any enactment to the contrary, an information for an offence under this 
section may be laid at any time. 

11. Duty of person entering Barbados. 

(1) A person who arrives in, seeks to enter or enters Barbados shall appear before an 
immigration officer at a port of entry for the purpose of being examined as to whether or not he 
may be permitted to enter Barbados. 

(2) A person mentioned in subsection (1) shall upon his examination by an immigration officer 
truthfully answer all proper questions put to him by that officer, and, if so required by that 
officer, shall- 

(a) make and sign a declaration stating whether or not he is carrying or has under his control 
any documents of any description specified by that officer which, in the opinion of that officer, 
are relevant for the purposes of the examination; 

(b) produce to that officer any documents specified under paragraph (a) which are in his 
possession or under his control; 

(c) submit himself and any baggage belonging to him or in his possession or under his control 
to be searched by that officer or any person acting under the authority of that officer for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether or not he is carrying or has under his control any documents 
specified under paragraph (a); 

(d) submit himself to be medically examined by a registered medical practitioner. 

(3)No female person may be searched under paragraph (c) of subsection (2) except by another 
female person. 

(4)A person other than a citizen, or, subject to section 7, a resident, who- 

(a) refuses to be examined as required by subsection (1); 

(b) fails or refuses to comply with a request made by an immigration officer under subsection 
(2), 

shall not be permitted to enter Barbados. 

(5)Where in the opinion of an immigration officer a person cannot for any reason be properly 
examined under subsection (1) or paragraph (d) of subsection (2), that officer may detain that 
person until he can be properly so examined. 

(6)A person detained under subsection (5) may be so detained on the vessel n which he arrived 
in Barbados or may be removed to and detained in any place in Barbados approved by the 
Minister for the purpose. 

(7)A removal under subsection (6) of a person from the vessel on which he arrived in Barbados 
shall not constitute entry into Barbados by that person, and shall not exempt the owners of the 
vessel from the provision s of section 20. 
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12. Duty of master of vessel. 

(1)The master of a vessel arriving in Barbados shall, if so required by an immigration officer- 

(a) truthfully answer all proper questions put to him by that officer relating to the passengers 
and members of the crew of the vessel for the purposes of this Act; 

(b) furnish that officer with separate lists in duplicate containing the names of the passengers 
and the members of the crew arriving in or departing from Barbados and such other information 
as may be prescribed. 

(2) A passenger and a member of the crew of a vessel arriving in Barbados shall furnish to the 
master of the vessel all information necessary for the preparation of the lists mentioned in 
paragraph (b) of subsection (1). 

13. Permitted entrants. 

(1)Subject to this Act and the regulations, an immigration officer may permit- 

(a) a person described in Part I of the Second Schedule to enter and remain in Barbados on such 
conditions and for such period, not exceeding, in the case of a person described in paragraph 2 
or 4 of that Part of that Schedule, three years, as that officer considers appropriate in the 
particular case; 

(b) a person described in Part II of that Schedule to enter and remain in Barbados on such 
conditions as that officer thinks fit and for such period not exceeding six months as that officer 
considers appropriate in the particular case. 

(2)An immigration officer shall issue to a person permitted to enter Barbados under subsection 
(1), other than a person described in paragraph 1 of Part I of the Second Schedule, a permit in a 
form approved by The Minister expressed to be in force for the period and subject to the 
conditions specified therein; and a permit issued under this subsection may, notwithstanding 
the generality of subsection (1), be subject to a condition requiring the holder thereof to register 
with an immigration officer. 

(3)The holder of a permit issued under subsection (2) who wishes- 

(a) to remain in Barbados for a period longer than that specified in the permit; or 

(b) to have the conditions specified in the permit varied, shall apply for the purpose to the Chief 
Immigration Officer in the prescribed form, and, if so required by that officer, report in person to 
an immigration officer and submit to an examination under this Act and the regulations, 
notwithstanding that he is already in Barbados. 

(4)Where an application has been made under subsection (3), the Chief Immigration Officer 
may, with the approval of the Minister, 

(a) extend the period specified in a permit; or 

(b) vary the conditions of that permit, in such manner as is fit and proper under this Act or the 
regulations; and 

(5)The Minister may at ant time- 

(a) modify or cancel any condition specified in; 

(b) vary the period specified in; or 

(c) revoke, 

a permit issued under subsection (2). 

(6)Where a person to whom a permit was issued under subsection (2) remains in Barbados after 
the expiration or revocation thereof, the Minister may make a deportation order against him. 
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(7)Without limiting or affecting the operation of this section, the Minister may grant to a person 
special permission to remain in Barbados on such terms and conditions as he thinks fit. 

[amended by Act 27 of 1979] 

14. Special provisions as to seamen. 

(1)A member of the crew of a vessel, other than a citizen or resident, shall not be discharged 
there from in Barbados without the consent of an immigration officer. 

(2)An immigration officer may not give his consent under subsection (1) to the discharge in 
Barbados of a member of the crew of a vessel unless the owner, master or agent of the vessel 
has made arrangements to the satisfaction of that officer for ensuring that that member of crew 
will not become a charge on public funds. 

(3)If a member of the crew of a vessel, other than a citizen or permanent resident- 

(a) is discharged there from in contravention of subsection (1); 

(b) in Barbados deserts from or is left behind by the vessel, the Minister may make a deportation 
order against him. 

[amended by Act 27 of 1979] 

15. Charging of members of crew of a vessel or stowaway or extra hand. 

Where a member of the crew of a vessel, a stowaway or an extra hand, other than a citizen or 
permanent resident, is charged before a magistrate with an offence committed prior to the 
arrival in Barbados of the vessel or while the vessel is in Barbados, the magistrate- 

(a)if he convicts the person charged, may, in awarding punishment, order that on the expiration 
of the sentence or on the sooner readiness of the vessel to proceed from Barbados the person 
shall be taken in custody aboard the vessel for removal from Barbados; 

(b)if he discharges the person charged, shall in the order of discharge order that person to be 
immediately taken back to the vessel. 

[amended by Act 27 of 1979] 

16. Persons unlawfully entering or in Barbados. 

Nothing in this Act shall be construed as conferring the right to be or remain in Barbados on 
any person who- 

(a)either before or after the commencement of this Act has entered Barbados otherwise than in 
accordance with the former Act or this Act, as the case may be; or 

(b)is at the commencement of this Act a prohibited immigrant within the meaning of the former 
Act, 

and the Minister may make a deportation order against any such person. 

PART III Work Permits 

17. Work permits. 

(1)A person other than a citizen, permanent resident or immigrant may not in Barbados engage 
in any occupation or accept employment without having first obtained a written permit for the 
purpose granted by the Minister. 

(2)A person may not engage or employ another person who is not a citizen, permanent resident 
or immigrant unless there is a work permit in force in relation to that other person and for the 
purpose of that engagement or employment. 
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(3)A work permit shall be in such form and may be granted subject to such conditions as the 
Minister thinks fit. 

(4) Any person who- 

(a) contravenes subsection (1) or (2); or 

(b) being the holder of a work permit, contravenes or fails to comply with any condition subject 
to which that permit was granted, 

is guilty of an offence under this Act. 

(5)The Minister may at any time- 

(a) modify or cancel any condition specified in; or 

(b) revoke, 

a work permit. 

(6)For the purposes of this section, the expression "immigrant" dose not include a person to 
whom permission has been granted by the Minister to become a permanent resident on the 
ground mentioned in paragraph (d) of section 6. 

[amended by Act 27 of 1979] 

18. Applications for work permits. 

(1)An application for a work permit shall be made in such form renewal of a work permit, such 
fees as may be prescribed. 

(2)There shall be paid in respect of the application, grant and renewal of a work permit, such 
fees as may be prescribed. 

(3)Regulations under this section may specify the level of fees in respect of different categories 
of employment and in respect of different categories of persons. 

19. Security. 

The Minister may require the employer or proposed employer of a person in relation to whom a 
work permit is granted to furnish to Chief Immigration Officer security in such form as the 
Minister determines and in such amount as the Minister thinks sufficient to meet the cost of the 
repatriation of the person to whom the permit relates and his dependants (if any), and in any 
such case the permit shall be of no force or effect until the security is furnished. 

PART IV Removal of persons not permitted to enter Barbados, deportation and detention 

20. Person not permitted to enter Barbados. 

(1)Where a person who seeks to enter Barbados is not permitted to do so an immigration officer 
may give directions- 

(a) to the master of the vessel on which the person arrived in Barbados requiring him to remove 
the person from Barbados in that vessel; 

(b) to the owners, or agents in Barbados of that vessel, requiring them to remove the person 
from Barbados in any vessel of which they are owners or agents; or 

(c) to the owners or agents of that vessel requiring them to arrange for the person's removal 
from Barbados in any vessel bound for a country specified in the directions, being a country- 

(i)of which the person is a citizen, 

(ii)in which the person obtained a passport or other document of identity, 

(iii)in which the person embarked for Barbados, or 
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(iv)which there are reasonable grounds for believing that the person will be permitted to enter, 

and for securing the person a passage to that country. 

(2)Where a person who is not permitted to enter Barbados appeals against the decision of the 
immigration officer, the liability of the owners or agents of the vessel in which he arrived in 
Barbados for his removal from Barbados is not affected by the appeal. 

(3)Nothing in subsection (1) affects the liability of a person who is not permitted to enter 
Barbados to pay to the owner or agents of the vessel in which he arrived in Barbados the cost of 
his passage from Barbados. 

(4)If it a appears to Minister that in the circumstances of any particular case it is not practicable 
for directions to be given under subsection (1) in respect of any person who is not permitted 
enter Barbados, or that directions so given would be ineffective, the Minister or any person 
acting under his authority may give to the owner or agents of any vessel any directions an 
immigration officer is empowered to give to the owners or agents of the vessel in which the 
person arrived in Barbados; but, in any such case, the costs of complying with the directions 
shall be defrayed out of moneys provided for the purposed by Parliament. 

(5)If a person to whom directions are given under subsection (1) or (4) fails or refuses to comply 
with those directions, he is guilty of an offence under this Act. 

(6)Any person in respect of whom directions are given under this section may be placed, under 
the authority of an immigration officer, on board any vessel in which he is to be removed from 
Barbados in accordance with the directions. 

21. Deportation orders. 

(1) A deportation order in the prescribed form or a copy thereof shall be served on the person 
against whom it is made and on such other persons as may be prescribed. 

(2) Unless otherwise provided in this Act, a deportation order shall be executed as soon as 
practicable. 

(3) A deportation order does not become invalid on the ground of any lapse of time between its 
making and execution, and remains valid after execution unless cancelled by the Minister. 

(4) An appeal made under section 23 (2) against a deportation order stays the execution of the 
order pending the determination of the appeal. 

(5) A person who commits an offence under this Act or the regulations may, notwithstanding 
the fact that a deportation order has been made against him, be prosecuted and required to 
undergo any punishment imposed upon him in respect of that offence before he is deported. 

(6) Where a deportation order is made against a person who- 

(a) at the time of its making is an inmate; or 

(b) before its execution becomes an inmate, 

of a prison, it may not be executed until that person ceases to be liable to be detained therein. 

(7) A person against whom a deportation order is made shall leave Barbados in accordance with 
the terms of the order and shall thereafter, so long as the order is in force, remain out of 
Barbados. 

(8) A person who re-enters Barbados in contravention of a deportation order may again be 
deported under that order. 

(9)A person who contravenes or fails to comply with subsection (7) or (8) is guilty of an offence 
under this Act. 

(10) A person who, having been removed or otherwise lawfully sent out of Barbados, enters or 
resides in Barbados without the permission in writing of the Minister is guilty of an offence 
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under this Act, and, in addition to any other penalty provided by this Act, is liable to be again 
removed from Barbados. 

(11) Unless otherwise directed by the Minister, a person against whom a deportation order is 
made may be requested or allowed to leave Barbados voluntarily provided that he complies 
with the conditions governing his voluntary departure. 

22. Detention. 

(1) A person who is refused permission to enter Barbados may be detained in custody by an 
immigration officer or a member of the Police Force in such place as the Minister approves until 
he is removed from Barbados in accordance with directions given under section 20. 

(2) Where a deportation order is made against a person, the Minister may order that person to 
be detained in custody in such place as the Minister directs and for such period as may be 
necessary for the purpose of making arrangements for his removal from Barbados. 

(3) Where a person is detained under this section, an immigration officer, a member of the 
Police Force, prison officer or any other person authorised by the Minister may take such steps 
as may reasonably be necessary for photographing, measuring or otherwise identifying him. 

(4) A person who is detained pursuant to the sentence or order of a court and would otherwise 
be liable to be detained under this section may be taken in the custody of a member of the 
Police Force or prison officer to or from any place where his attendance is required for the 
purpose ascertaining his citizenship or of making arrangements for his removal from Barbados. 

(5) A person who is ordered or authorised to be detained under this section may be arrested 
without warrant by an immigration officer or a member of the Police Force. 

23. Appeals. 

(1) No court has jurisdiction to review, quash, reverse, restrain or otherwise interfere with any 
proceeding, decision or order of the Minister or an immigration officer had, made or given 
under the authority of this Act relating to- 

(a)  the refusal of permission to any person to enter Barbados or the removal of that person 
from Barbados; or 

(b)  the detention or deportation of any person, 

upon any ground whatsoever unless that person is a citizen or a permanent resident. 

(2) A citizen or permanent resident may appeal to the High Court and thence to the Court of 
Appeal against any proceeding, decision or order mentioned in subsection (1). 

(3) Appeals under subsection (2) shall be brought by way of originating summons. 

(4) Where an appeal is made under subsection (2) the Court may order the detention or 
admission to bail of the appellant pending the determination of the appeal. 

[amended by Act 27 of 1979] 

24. Recovery of costs of deportation. 

(1)Where a magistrate is satisfied by information in writing made on oath- 

(a) that expenses have been or will be incurred by or on behalf of the Crown in connection with 
the maintenance, medical treatment or removal from Barbados of a person against whom a 
deportation order is made; and 

(b) as to the amount or estimated amount of those expenses, the magistrate may issue a 
warrant for the levy of that amount or estimated amount by distress or sale of any moveable 
property of that person, and for the purposes of the recovery of that amount or estimated 
amount may order forfeiture of any moneys in the possession of that person. 
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(2) A warrant issued under subsection (1) may be executed in the same manner as a writ of 
execution issued under the Magistrates Jurisdiction and Procedure Act for the levy of a sum of 
money adjudged to be paid by order of a magistrate's court. 

(3) The partial recovery of expenses under subsection (1) does not prejudice the liability of any 
surety for the balance, nor is the issue or execution of a warrant or the forfeiture of moneys 
under that subsection a condition precedent to the liability of any surety or to the enforcement 
of that liability. 

PART V Administration 

25. Immigration officers. 

(1) The power to appoint, remove and exercise disciplinary control over the Chief Immigration 
Officer and immigration officers for the purposes of this Act is hereby vested in the Minister. 

(2) The number of immigration officers that may be appointed under subsection (1) and the 
conditions of service of such officers shall be such as may be determined by the Minister with 
the approval of the Minister responsible for Establishments. 

(3) In the exercise of his functions under this Act an immigration officer shall act in accordance 
with the directions and instructions of the Minister. 

(4) For the purpose of discharging his functions under this Act, an immigration officer may, with 
the assistance of such persons as he thinks fit- 

(a) without a search warrant, enter upon and search any vessel in Barbados; 

(b) question any person who seeks to enter or leave Barbados or who he believes is a prohibited 
immigrant within the meaning of the former Act; 

(c) without warrant arrest any person who he has reasonable grounds for believing has 
committed an offence under this Act or the regulations. 

26. Permits. 

(1) A permit granted under this Act shall be in the form approved by the Minister and shall 
contain such particulars and marks including photographs and finger prints as may be necessary 
for the purpose of identifying the person to whom it relates. 

(2) The Minister may direct that a permit granted under this Act may be endorsed on the 
passport or other document establishing the identity and national status of the person to whom 
it relates, or in such other manner as the Minister thinks fit. 

27. Evidence of administrative matters. 

(1) Notwithstanding any enactment or other law to the contrary, any matter relating to the 
administration of this Act and the regulations, including- 

(a) any matter relating to the records in the possession of an immigration officer; 

(b) the delivery or non-delivery or the receipt or non-receipt of any document; 

(c')the failure to do or the doing of any act; 

(d) the date or time for the doing of any act remaining undone, 

may be proved by the affidavit of an immigration officer setting out that he has examined the 
records maintained by or under the authority of the Chief Immigration Officer or the Minister 
and what those records indicate with respect to the matter. 

(2)An affidavit under subsection (1) shall be prima facie evidence of- 

(a) the facts set out therein; and 
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(b) the fact that the records referred to therein show correctly when and whether act was or was 
not done, 

and it is not necessary for its admissibility in evidence to prove the signature or status of the 
person making it or the official character of the person before whom it is sworn. 

28. Production of permits. 

(1) A person to whom a permit is issued or granted under this Act shall produce that permit to 
an immigration officer or member of the Police Force on demand or within three days after such 
demand at such place as is specified by that officer or member. 

(2) A person who without reasonable excuse fails or refuses to comply with subsection (1) is 
guilty of an offence under this Act. 

PART VI Miscellaneous 

29. Offences. 

A person who- 

(a) being the master of a vessel arriving in or departing from Barbados- 

(i) refuses to answer or wilfully gives an untrue answer to any question referred to in paragraph 
(a) of section 12 (1), or 

(ii) fails or refuses to furnish an immigration officer with any list referred to in paragraph (b) of 
section 12 (1) or furnishes any such list which is false in a material particular; 

(b) being a person seeking to enter or entering Barbados- 

(i) wilfully gives an untrue answer to any question referred to in section 11 (2), 

(ii) wilfully makes a false statement in a declaration referred to in paragraph (a) of section 11 (2), 
or 

(iii) wilfully supplies any false information for the preparation of any list referred to in paragraph 
(b) of section 12 (1); 

(c) assaults, resists, obstructs or hinders or uses any threatening, insulting, indecent or abusive 
language to, an immigration officer, a member of the Police Force or any person acting under 
the authority of this Act in the execution of his duty under this Act or the regulations; 

(d) without lawful excuse knowingly harbours or conceals- 

(i) any other person who is in Barbados in contravention of this Act, or 

(ii) any other person who, having entered Barbados under the authority of a permit issued under 
section 13 (2), has contravened or failed to comply with any condition to which the permit is 
subject; 

(e) being a person lawfully detained under this Act, escapes or attempts to escape from such 
detention; 

(f) knowingly aids, assists or procures a person who has not been permitted to enter Barbados 
or against whom a deportation order is in force to enter Barbados; 

(g) with the intention of entering or remaining in Barbados or of assisting any other person to 
enter or remain in Barbados- 

(i) fabricates or falsifies any passport, permit or other document, 

(ii) uses, utters or attempts to use or utter- 

(A) any passport, permit or other document which he is not entitled to use or utter, or 
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(B) any fabricated or falsified passport, permit or other document knowing the same to be 
fabricated or falsified, 

is guilty of an offence under this Act. 

30. Penalties. 

A person who is guilty of an offence under this Act is liable on summary conviction to a fine of 
five thousand dollars or to imprisonment for twelve months or both. 

31. Regulations. 

(1)The Minister may make regulations- 

(a) prescribing the circumstances in which a vessel is to be deemed to be arriving in or departing 
from Barbados; 

(b) designating places in Barbados as ports of entry for the examination by immigration officers 
of persons seeking to enter or entering Barbados; 

(c) requiring persons disembarking or embarking in Barbados or any class of such persons to 
produce to an immigration officer, if so required, landing or embarkation cards in such form as 
the Minister directs and requiring the owners or agents of vessels to supply those cards to such 
persons; 

(d) prescribing the functions of immigration officers; 

(e) prescribing an employer's responsibilities in relation to the repatriation of an employee who 
is the holder of a work permit; 

(f) prescribing the time, place and manner of examining persons found in Barbados after the 
commencement of this Act and who are suspected of being in Barbados contrary to the former 
Act or this Act; 

(g) prescribing the means t be taken for identifying persons suspected of being in Barbados 
contrary to the former Act or this Act; 

(h) prescribing anything that is by this Act authorised or required to be prescribed; 

(i) prescribing the fees to be paid in respect of- 

(i) the making or granting of any application under this Act or the regulations, 

(ii) the issue of any permit, certificate or other document approved, made or prescribed by or 
under this Act or the regulations; and 

(j) generally for carrying out the objects and purposes of this Act. 

(k) prescribing the conditions of entry into Barbados of persons generally or different classes of 
persons. [inserted by Act 46 of 1979] 

(2) Regulations made under paragraph (i) of subsection (1) may contain such provisions as the 
Minister considers necessary or expedient for giving effect thereto, including such qualifications, 
exceptions and conditions as he thinks fit. 

(3)All regulations made under subsection (1) shall be subject to negative resolution. 

(4)Judicial notice shall be taken of all regulations made under subsection (1). 

31A. 

The Immigration Regulations, 1953 shall be deemed to have been made under this Act, and 
shall be construed mutatis mutandis for the purpose of giving the necessary effect thereto. 

[inserted by Act 27 of 1979] 
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32. Transitory provisions. 

(1) Notwithstanding anything in Part II, a person who at the commencement of this Act was 
ordinarily resident in Barbados for a period of five years or more may apply to the Minister for 
permission to become a permanent resident, and the Minister may, if he thinks fit, grant such 
permission; but any such application shall be made within one year from the date of the 
commencement of this Act and no later, unless the Minister upon an application in writhing 
made by or on behalf of a person concerned allows some further period, not exceeding three 
years, within which the application may be made. 

(2) Every person other than a person referred to in subsection (1) who- 

(a) has a permit under the former Act to enter Barbados; and 

(b) wishes- 

(i) to remain in Barbados for a period longer than that previously granted, or 

(ii)t o have the conditions attaching to his entry varied, 

shall, within the period of six months from the date of the commencement of this Act, or such 
longer period as the Minister allows, report in person to an immigration officer and shall, 
notwithstanding that he is already in Barbados, submit to an examination under this Act and the 
regulations, and an immigration officer may issue him a permit in accordance wit section 13 (2) 
as if he had entered Barbados under section 13 (1). 

(3) A person who immediately before the commencement of this Act has resided in Barbados for 
a period of less than five years shall, if he does not already hold a permit that is in force by 
virtue of having been granted under the former Act specifying some lesser period than six 
months, be deemed to hold a permit under section 13 (2) authorising him to remain in Barbados 
for a period of six months from the date of the commencement of this Act but no longer, and 
subsection (2) shall apply to such person. 

(4) Subsection (3) does not apply to a person who- 

(a) has unlawfully entered Barbados; 

(b) is at the commencement of this Act prohibited immigrant within the meaning of the former 
Act. 

(5) Where an application- 

(a) is not made within the period of one year referred to in subsection (1) or such further period 
as is allowed thereunder, or 

(b) made under subsection (1) is refused, 

a person shall be deemed to be a permitted entrant for the purposes of this Act but, if he fails to 
obtain from an immigration officer a permit in accordance with section 13 (2) as if he had 
entered Barbados under section 13 (1), the Minister may make a deportation order against him. 

(6)A person who fails to comply with subsections (2) and (3) shall for all the purposes of this Act 
be deemed not to be a permitted entrant, and the Minister may make a deportation order 
against him. 

(7)Where the Minister refuses an application made by a person under subsection (1) on the 
ground that he does not consider that such a person was ordinarily resident in Barbados for the 
period required by that subsection, but in no other case, he shall so certify upon giving notice of 
the refusal. 

(8)A person to whom subsection (5) applies may appeal to the High Court (whose decision on 
such appeal shall be final) on the ground only that there is a reasonable excuse for his failure to 
apply for permission to become a permanent resident in accordance with subsection (1), or, 
where the application is refused because the Minister considers that such person is not 
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ordinarily resident in Barbados for five years upon the commencement of this Act, on the 
ground that he was so ordinarily resident. 

(9)Appeals under subsection (8) shall be brought by way of originating summons. 

[amended by Act 27 of 1979] 

FIRST SCHEDULE Prohibited Persons 

1.         Persons who are- 

(a) idiots, imbeciles, feeble-minded persons, epileptics, persons of unsound mind or mentally 
deficient, dumb, blind, or physically handicapped to the extent of being unable to earn a living 
(unless they conclusively establish that they will not have to earn a living) or persons likely to 
become charges n public funds; or 

(b) paupers, vagrants or professional beggars. 

2.         Persons suffering from communicable diseases within the meaning of any regulations 
relating to such diseases made under the Health Services Act. 

3.         Persons who- 

(a) are prostitutes or persons whose behaviour offends public morality; or 

(b) seek to enter Barbados to engage in immoral sexual acts. 

4.         Persons who- 

(a) are addicted to the use of any drug; 

(b) are or have been at any time engaged or reasonably suspected of being likely to engage in 
the unlawful giving or using, the offering or exposing for sale, or buying of, or the trading or 
trafficking in, any drug, or 

(c) have been convicted of an offence under any enactment relating to dangerous or narcotic 
drugs. 

5.         Persons who- 

(a) have been convicted of, or admit to having committed, a criminal offence which, if 
committed in Barbados, is punishable with imprisonment for a term of one year or longer; 

(b) knowingly or for profit, aid, encourage or procure other persons who are not citizens of 
Barbados to enter Barbados illegally. 

(c) are stowaways or seek to enter Barbados illegally. 

6.         Persons who are or have been at nay time before or after the commencement of this Act 
advocates of- 

(a) the overthrow by force or violence of the Government of Barbados or any other country or of 
all forms of law; 

(b) the abolition of organised government; 

(c) the assassination of any person or the unlawful destruction of property. 

7.         Persons who are or have been members of or affiliated to any organization which 
entertains or teaches any doctrine or practice specified in sub-paragraphs (a) to (c) of paragraph 
6. 

8.         Persons in respect of whom there are reasonable grounds for believing that they are 
likely to engage in espionage, sabotage or other subversive activity directed against or 
detrimental to the security of Barbados. 

9.         Persons against whom deportation orders have been made. 

10.       Persons seeking to enter Barbados who are not in possession of a passport. 
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11.       Any dependant accompanying a person who has been prohibited from entering, refused 
entry into, or deported from, Barbados. 

SECOND SCHEDULE Permitted Entrants 

PART I 

1.         Persons who are duly accredited- 

(a) diplomatic or consular officers of a country other than Barbados; or 

(b) representatives or officials of- 

(i) the United Nations or any of its agencies or sub-agencies, or 

(ii) any governmental organisation in which Barbados participates, 

entering Barbados to carry out official duties or in transit, and members of the suites or families 
of such persons. 

2.         Persons entering Barbados to attend as students at- 

(a) an educational or training institution approved by the Minister for the purposes of this Act; 
or 

(b)  a university or college authorised by law to confer degrees or to offer training in holy orders. 

3.         Persons entering Barbados for the purposes of employment, trade or business. 

4.         Persons entering Barbados for other purposes approved by the Minister. 

PART II 

1.         Passengers in transit through Barbados. 

2.         Visitors. 

3.         Persons entering Barbados for medical treatment. 

4.         Members of crews of vessels entering Barbados for shore leave or some other legitimate 
and temporary purpose. 

5.         Persons entering Barbados for the purpose of engaging in sport or in dramatic, artistic or 
other cultural activities. 

 

 

[1]Act 1952-26, now repealed by this Act. 

 


